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Letter sent via email on 9th March 2023 to: damian.green.mp@parliament.uk

9th March 2023


Dear Damian Green

MONOPOLE FOR 5G NETWORKS – INAPPROPRIATE LOCATION IN EGERTON
1. The issue
On behalf of Egerton Parish Council, I am writing to you concerning the location and associated work through WHP Telecoms to upgrade the CK Hutchison Network with a 5G (Fifth Generation) mobile signal monopole at the top of Egerton, right outside the school. This is in addition to the monopole recently installed a mile away in Egerton Forstal.  By now, you may have already received other letters on the subject from residents, the school and pupils’ parents about the inappropriate location. 
As you know from earlier discussions with Egerton Parish Council (EPC), this community has long understood the need for improved telecommunications and digital connectivity. But not at any price. 
Ashford Borough Council’s (ABC) reference for the “Prior Notification” monopole application is 21/01644/AS. EPC objected to the application; ABC refused it; the Applicant appealed against the decision and the Planning Inspector allowed the appeal.  

2. Timeline:
· 30/08/2021 Planning application (Prior Notification) submitted by WHP Networks for C K Hutchison Networks (UK) Limited to install a 5G monopole and cabinets on the grass verge a few metres outside of Egerton Church of England Primary School and the Egerton Conservation Area.
· 13/09/21 Application validated by ABC; 16/09/212 consultation period began.
· By 25/10/2021 Many objections were submitted to ABC by EPC, local residents and the Headteacher of Egerton CE Primary School. EPC asked the applicants to meet in the village and together identify a more mutually appropriate location. 
· 29/10/2021 ABC agreed with EPC and others: Prior Approval was refused.
· 10/08/2022 WHP Networks on behalf of Hutchison Networks lodged an appeal against ABC’s decision to the Secretary of State for LUHC.
· 07/09/2022 EPC further lodged their objections reinforcing previously stated reasons including  citing Guideline 19 of the Egerton Parish Design Statement (an official planning document): “All telecommunications equipment should be sited unobtrusively”.
· 6/12/2022 A Planning Inspector was appointed to assess the appeal.
· 15/12/22 The Planning Inspector considered the objections and appeared to recognise there was some validity in them but allowed the appeal. See attached.
· 23/2/2023 Construction works commenced in the location by Hutchison Networks without any community consultation or notice.
3. Key objections to this monopole location
· Severe detrimental impact on the village scene contrary to the Egerton Parish Design Statement “All telecommunications equipment should be sited unobtrusively”. 
· The site is within the setting of Grade II listed George Inn, the Glebe green space and one of the few unobstructed views of St James’ Grade I listed church – a scene highlighted in Draft Policy P4 of the adopted Egerton Neighbourhood Plan “The parish church of St James is a focus for many key views towards and within the village. Any new development should be sensitive to this and avoid obscuring this significant landmark.” The proposed siting does obscure this significant landmark.
· The site is in close proximity to the school (2-3 metres from the boundary) and directly adjacent to the school crossing.  Some concerns do exist about the long- and short-term effects of radiation to health from such equipment. The Code of Practice for Wireless Network Development (notably paragraph 84 onwards)  jointly published in March 2022 by the Department for Digital Media Culture & Sport (DDMCS)  and Department for Science, Innovation & Technology (DSIT) about schools and siting of monopoles/masts has not been followed -  and the impression is that close proximity to a school should be a last resort  - and that if nearby, schools should be consulted and be kept informed.
· Approval for the earlier monopole in Egerton Forstal was flagged up by EPC because the cost-effectiveness of two such close monopoles was questionable. Government statements are that mobile signal providers should be linked to avoid wasting money and avoid littering the countryside unnecessarily with highly visible structures.

4. Lack of engagement with the community
The Planning Inspector considered the appeal by way of written representations and made reference to EPC’s idea that the parties should meet to identify an alternative site. Yet the Inspector decided to set that aside and only considered the appeal in its own right.  

EPC had tried to contact WHP & Hutchison Networks by telephone on several occasions to discuss alternative mutually acceptable locations but WHP & Hutchison Networks ignored messages. They did not engage with Ashford Borough Council, EPC or the local community to find a suitable solution for all. Instead, they ran roughshod over our village and school.   
Although the legal process appears to have been followed, the Code of Practice and Local Plans have not. Many residents and school pupils’ parents who objected in the first place were apparently not notified of the Appeal as they should have been and thus lost a further chance to comment when the appeal was lodged. 
EPC recognises that the time has run out (and funds would not have been forthcoming in that time) to make an application for a Judicial Review on this matter – the decision was made on 15 December and the Christmas season was under way. That aside, the most troubling concern is that there has been absolutely no engagement from WHP or Hutchison with EPC to consider more suitable locations despite our attempts to achieve this; furthermore, there has been no contact from WHP or Hutchison to the School or EPC about the work starting. The first of three stages of construction works were started at night on 23 February without any warning or consultation – under glaring floodlights until midnight, with heavy and noisy plant machinery digging up a grass verge immediately outside the school, causing considerable disruption and concern to residents and the school. The grass verge is an important safety refuge for children crossing the road and it was cordoned off for trenching in readiness for the monopole and equipment.

5. Proposed Next steps 
When EPC learned of the appeal decision, its aim was to pre-empt consternation by publishing a full article in its newsletter about the process, the outcome and what EPC did to object and find an alternative site.  Despite this EPC has been under pressure (and suffered unwarranted blame attacks via social media) from parents and residents about what has been happening and what can or should have been done.  We also learnt from a local meeting arranged last week by residents/parents that some are considering alternative schools for their children.  This will have a serious impact on the viability of the school. The whole village looks to EPC to help avoid this through seeking a top-level review about what should happen next.
EPC therefore asks you if you would use your influence within central government – particularly your colleagues heading the Department for Education, Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, DDMCS and DSIT – to find a way of getting a better outcome for this village (and perhaps for others). Facilitating a relationship with Hutchison Networks with a will to find another site would demonstrate the Government’s commitment to its own Codes of Practice, the NPPF and Local Plan policies for effective communication and consultation with communities about their needs, beyond plain 5G accessibility.
EPC looks forward to hearing from you on a positive note, especially taking into account your new role as Acting Chair of the House of Commons Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee.  

Kind regards 


Sonia Young, Clerk, Egerton Parish Council
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