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Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 7th February 2023
7.30pm Committee Room, Millennium Hall, Egerton
Present
Peter Rawlinson (Vice Chairman) Cllrs Tim Oliver, Jeff Hopkins, Lois Tilden, Pat Parr, Claire Foinette, Richard Wall, Sonia Young (Clerk)
Four members of the public were present.
1) Apologies
Chairman Richard King; County Cllr Charlie Simkins; Borough Cllr Ken Mulholland
2) Declarations of Interest
Cllr Pat Parr: neighbour to site proposed for the Older People’s Accommodation at Orchard Nurseries. 
Cllr Lois Tilden: interest in Item 12
Cllr Claire Foinette: interest in Item 13
  3) Minutes of the Previous Meeting – 10th January 2023
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings.
Proposed: Cllr Lois Tilden. Seconded: Cllr Tim Oliver. All in agreement. Cllr John Lawton Vice abstained as not present at the January meeting. 
 4)  Matters Arising from 10th January 2023
a) Noticeboard at Egerton Forstal.
Progress is being made in positioning the noticeboard on the land identified. 
b) Villagers’ queries re 100 Club Fund status and disbursement of funds raised by the last Egerton Fete 
Details of the disbursement of 100 Club funds have been posted in the public domain on the NextDoor site
c) 123 bus survey and bus services
Results are being logged and the results will be circulated to Smarden, Pluckley and Egerton Councils on Friday 10th February. 
Stagecoach have released details of a new 10E service running Monday to Friday mornings and evening only which will facilitate Egerton schoolchildren getting to schools in Ashford.  It would appear to be a replacement for the former 124 service. 
As yet, no solution has been announced for the withdrawal of the daily bus for Egerton Schoolchildren travelling to the Homewood School in Tenterden. 
d) Playground improvements
Cllr Claire Foinette reported that an inspector had approved the installation of the see-saw on 8 February and carried out the annual inspection of all other play area equipment and the skatepark at the same time. A document will now be submitted to Ashford Borough Council to release the £5,000 grant secured against the installation of the see-saw.
Action: Cllr Claire Foinette.
Cllrs thanked Cllr Foinette for all of her work in overseeing and organising the refurbishment of the play area and in securing the necessary grants to help pay for the works. It was agreed that signage would be erected to thank those who supported the development. 
f) Damage to road and verges of the access road to the Rock Hill sewerage treatment works. 
The Clerk has submitted a report and complaint to Southern Water
  5) Chairman to close the meeting for public discussion
Chairman closed the meeting for public discussion.
Meeting closed 19.58pm
Meeting re-opened 20.23pm
  6) Footpaths report No 154 (see Appendix i) 
Cllr Pat Parr reported no new, old, or closed issues. 
A request to divert footpath AW25 has been submitted and a consultation document sent to EPC. Cllrs discussed the application. All were in agreement that the permanent diversion was logical, and it made sense to have it confirmed for the residents concerned as quickly and smoothly as possible. 
Action: Cllr Pat Parr to complete the form, and the clerk to submit it to KCC. 
  7) Highways report Number 41 (see Appendix ii)
  8) Planning 
Planning applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to consider, details of which may be accessed online at:  http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/ Individuals may also register with ABC to receive regular alerts of applications and decisions.
   
	Case Reference:
	PA/2023/0022

	Location
	Rock Hill House, Egerton TN27 9DP

	Proposal
	Replacement of modern single glazed French doors and side screens with matching joinery fitted with 12mm sealed glass units.




EPC view: Under an earlier planning ref 17/00941/AS a pair of half glazed French windows/doors and side screens were put in a newly formed opening at the rear of the Grade II Listed house. This proposal is to replace the modern single glazed joinery of those doors with new matching joinery fitted with 12mm slimlite sealed  (double-glazed) glass units to reduce heat loss and condensation. It seems clear from the details in the application that there would be little to no visual difference in the appearance of the glazing. This fits in with Historic England’s guidance which states “Where replacement windows of historic pattern survive without historic glass it may be possible to introduce slim-profile double-glazing without harming the significance of the listed building.”  Given this proposal is to replace relatively new doors and glass, and not to replace historic glass or timber at all, Egerton Parish Council feels this proposal is sympathetic to the historic fabric of the house; and equally significantly, EPC believes in supporting appropriate measures to conserve energy, thus fully justifying approval of this application.                                          
Propose: Support
Proposed: Cllr Lois Tilden. Seconded: Vice-Chairman Peter Rawlinson. All in agreement. 

	Case Reference:
	PA/2023/0090

	Location
	Johnstone East, Rock Hill Road, Egerton TN27 9DR

	Proposal
	Proposed single storey rear extension




	Case Reference:
	PA/2023/0072

	Location
	Johnstone East, Rock Hill Road, Egerton TN27 9DR

	Proposal
	Proposed single storey rear extension 


EPC View:  This is a proposal (Listed Building Consent and full planning permission) for a modest-size garden room constructed with an oak frame, the scale of which is in proportion to the house. It would be a mirror image in height and footprint as the extension on adjoining Johnstone West. The design would meet the principles in the Parish Design statement. 
Propose: No objection
Proposed: Cllr Lois Tilden. Seconded: Cllr Pat Parr. All in agreement. 

	Case Reference:
	NOT/2022/3011

	Location
	Middle Barn, Mundy Bois Road, Egerton TN27 9ER

	Proposal
	Prior Approval for the change of use of agricultural building and land within its curtilage to a dwelling house (Resubmission of approval 20/01727/AS to notify of changes to external elevations and materials.) 

	Reasons 
	Amended location only


EPC View: As Egerton Parish Council expressed previously, the revised plans for this conversion of a barn to a dwelling show a more sympathetic and fitting design than the original plans. The proposals would have a more modest effect on the setting of the development and meet the principles of Egerton Parish Design Statement and therefore Egerton Parish Council supports this. The owner of the property has helpfully set out ideas to the Parish Council for ensuring that the setting of the barn is enhanced with natural planting. This is significant because of the number of barns converted to dwellings within the site. The individual plots will need delineation for privacy, and this could create hard boundaries within a compact site, whereas softer, natural boundaries are more sympathetic to this rural locality outside of the village confines and to the nearby Grade II Listed buildings. 
Propose: No objections, comment as above. 
Proposed: Cllr Lois Tilden. Seconded: Cllr Richard Wall. All in agreement. 

· Planning appeals - update on North Field
No update available
· Maidstone Borough Council Plan Review – Lenham Heath Development
The Planning Inspector’s report has been published. It suggests that a railway halt would be necessary for the proposal to be sound but that overall, the plan is not sound. Lenham Parish Council has offered to come and speak at the next EPC meeting in March.
Action: Cllrs Tilden and Lawton to issue an invitation for LPC to attend.
  9) Older People’s Accommodation – update 
The planning application was validated in July 2022. ABC now require additional studies to be carried out. In such an instance, the application should not have been validated in July and seven months allowed to elapse before the request was made. 
Action: Cllr Lois Tilden to elevate this issue via Borough Councillor Ken Mulholland 
   10) Affordable Housing – update
Cllr Lois Tilden confirmed the site should be called Sale Field. English Rural Housing is still waiting for the application to be progressed. 
Cllr Tilden had flagged again to ERH the need for the development to have its own sewerage system and not feed into the at-capacity pumping works at The Forstal. Forstal residents were disturbed throughout Christmas as tankers worked day and night to clear overflowing sewage.
Action:  Cllr Tilden will draft a letter to Southern Water to complain about the frequent failures; that it was clear the system would be inadequate to cope with the new development; and to seek remedial/upgrading action. 
  11) Review and approval of EPC Safeguarding Policy 2023
The EPC Policy was circulated to all Cllrs prior to the meeting.
Propose: Approve
Proposed: Cllr John Lawton. Seconded: Cllr Jeff Hopkins. All in agreement.
Action: Clerk to send documents for upload to the EPC website and to the manager of the Games Barn to circulate to users. Clerk to pin up  a copy in the Games Barn lobby. 
  12) Proposal for the assignment of the Ernie Mexter Legacy to help fund the set up of the Egerton Village Archive
The proposal was circulated to all councillors in advance of the meeting.
Cllrs agreed other grants should be applied for to support the funding of the archive in the first instance and that the Ernie Mexter legacy could be used to underwrite any shortfall in the amount of grants secured. 
Proposal: to part-fund the archive set-up.
Proposed: Vice-chairman Peter Rawlinson.  Seconded:  Cllr Claire Foinette. All in agreement. Cllr Tilden did not take part in the discussion or vote. 
13) Proposal to adopt the Summer Social Event 1 July as a sub-committee of EPC
The proposal was circulated to all councillors in advance of the meeting.
No obstacles were foreseen with the proposal, and it was supported on the basis that EPC wished to encourage the organisation of  village-wide activities, but recognised individuals would not come forwards as volunteers if there were personal liability and insurance risks to organising any event. 
Cllr John Lawton confirmed that there would be no impact on the EPC insurance policy and that the proposed summer event would, in insurance terms, be ‘benign’. 
Propose: approve
Proposed: Cllr Jeff Hopkins. Seconded: Cllr Richard Wall. All in agreement. Cllr Claire Foinette did not take part in the discussion and agreed to be the EPC representative on the committee.  
Action: Clerk to ask the new committee to confirm its terms of reference and constitution. Also, to confirm that the separate village account used to manage income and costs would be easily accessed and reported in the public domain.
14) Correspondence
Note: All circulated by email in advance unless marked with a *
ABC: cross borough funding in E Kent to build affordable housing. All. 12/01/2023
Rural Services Network: jubilee funding to improve village halls. All. 12/01/2023 
KALC Ashford Jan meeting minutes. All. 12/01
KALC News 16/01
ABC training in the Elections Act 2022. All. 17/01
ABC briefing – new waste and recycling contract awarded. All. 17/01/2023 
Sparse.gov: rural survey. All. 17/01
CPRE – Annual Star count notification. All. 19/01
Southeast Water consultation. All. 24/01
Streetworks – closure Pluckley Rd to Chambers Green 29 march – 4 April. All. 24/01
ABC presentation from ABC Election Officer on the new Election Act. All. 25/02
ABS planning application clearance week. All. 26/01/2023 ABC – election briefing and support schemes for residents. All. 26/01
NALC newsletter. All. 26/01. 
Introduction from Sarah Rivett – new police district commander. All 02.01
Citizens Advice Rural cost of living survey. All. 02/01
Rural Network – monthly funding digest and Govt consultations. All. 02/01
Cllr Guy Washer – notification from Stagecoach of a new daily bus service 10E. All. 07/02/2023
KALC – link to KCC Home to school and post sixteen transport public consultation. All. 07/02
ABC – Coronation planning. All. 07/02/2023
KCC Proposed diversion of Public Footpath AW25. All. 07/02
KALC – election bulletin. All 07/02/2023 KALC area news. All. 07.02

Website
December minutes
February agenda
Finance Regulations 2023-24
Data Protection Policy 2023-24

Accounts
	Expenditure				
	
	Cheque No
	£

	Printing of bus survey 
	Reimburse opinionography
	BACS
	157.50

	Replacement rail at hall
	R James Fencing
	BACS
	73.20

	Printer inks 
	Reimburse S Young 
	BACS
	80.53

	Installation of seesaw
	Pankhurst Plans Ltd
	BACS
	1752.00

	January salary 
	S Young 
	
	1120.46

	Tax
	HMRC Jan salary 
	
	33.97

	Total 
	
	
	£3,217.66



	Income
	
	
	

	Donations NP fight fund
	
	BACS 
	250.00

	Total 
	
	
	£250.00


[bookmark: _Hlk125465180]Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31st January 2023 = £12,193.16 less un-presented cheques as follows
	
	
	
	


Actual balance = £12,193.16 at 31st January 2023
Note above balance includes RESERVES as listed:  
Grant K Mulholland/ ABC towards the printing of the Neighbourhood Plan: £1,000
Legacy Ernie Mexter: £5,000.

Accounts for Egerton update magazine
	Expenditure				
	
	
	£

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	



	Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk125465227]Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31st January 2023 £2,136.80 Less un-presented cheques as follows:
	
	
	
	


Actual balance = £2,136.80 at 31st January 2023


Accounts for Village Projects
	Expenditure				
	
	Cheque No
	£

	
	
	
	




	Income
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	BACS
	13.37

	
	
	
	

	Total 
	
	
	13.37


Bank Reconciliation Balance at 31st January 2023= £31, 297.94 Less un-presented cheques as follows:
	
	
	
	
	



Actual balance = £31, 284.57 31st January 2023
Village Projects fund
	Pre-school move
	11,478.65

	Esme Slater woodland
	10,000.00

	Village Hall
	 9,819.29


Proposed to accept: Vice-chairman Peter Rawlinson. Seconded: Cllr John Lawton.  All in agreement. 

   14) Additional items 
· Various tree works
The clerk proposed that EPC find a contractor who might undertake all tree work required on the same day to try and deliver cost efficiencies. 
All in agreement.
· Village planters
· The Clerk advised an anonymous donation had been received and made specifically to pay the cost of replacement planters on The Glebe. 
 Cllrs thanked the anonymous donor and asked Cllr Claire Foinette to source suitable replacements. 
.
Meeting closed at 22.03pm
Next meeting Tuesday 7th March 2023.

Appendix (i)
Report no. 154 of the Egerton footpaths representative for February 2023
6	Outstanding Issues remain from the January 2023 report. 
0	Closed Issues
0	New Issues

The outstanding issues below are listed with the KCC Reference, the date reported, the footpath number, the location, the difficulty experienced and the status of action. 


1. PROW 210959063.  10/09/21.  AW75 at Heronsdale, Wanden Lane. Egerton resident complaint of overgrowth (brambles) and fence panel leaning towards the footpath. Status: Still Awaiting Allocation.
2.	PROW211126930.  09/11/21. Part of AW87 to the west of the church behind the Glebeland houses where the path is quite narrow.  Badgers have again been active and collapsed the side of the path about halfway along. Status: Still Work Scheduled but it is accessible with matting in place until a more permanent solution is found.  Status:  Still in Progress.
3.	PROW211117086.  21/11/21. AW64 Footpath opposite Egerton House on Greensand Way in a small, wooded area towards the byway up to Coach Road. Two planks missing/broken on the bridge over a small stream. Status: Still Work Added to Forward Maintenance Plan.
4.	PROW220641396.  22/06/22.  AW81.  Stone Hill to Green Hill. At the Parish Assembly two separate reports were made regarding the boundary stile between the Stone Hill properties to the large field out to Green Hill.  The stile there is too high for ladies to manage. Status: Still Awaiting Allocation.
5.	PROW220718308.  21/07/22.  AW88. Elm Close to Stone Hill.  Official KCC fingerpost at the top of the steps leading down to the hall pointing across to direct walkers to the footpath which leads out to Stone Hill is missing.  Status: Still Work Scheduled.
6.	PROW221045684.  27/10/22.  AW106.  The Cottage on The Street by the telephone box out towards Egerton House etc.  The new owners of The Cottage have sent a dozen photos (4 attached here) where various of the trees on the footpath are leaning towards their property or beginning to grow over The Cottage.  I have suggested to KCC a meeting with the new owners to discuss the issues.  Status: Still Awaiting Allocation.
NEW ISSUES: None.

Appendix (ii)
Report number 41 of the Egerton Highways Representative Report Number 41 – Feb 23
Summary
	Closed Items 
	2

	
	

	Open Items
	6

	
	

	New Items
	9

	
	


Closed Issues
	Reference
	Description & Status

	
	

	659473
	Mundy Bois Road – Multiple Potholes

	Logged
	09/08/2022

	Status
	Works completed

	
	

	667890
	Pembles Cross – Multiple Potholes

	Logged
	November 2022

	Status
	Works completed



Outstanding Issues
	Reference
	Description & Status

	589193
	Stonebridge Green Road - Blocked drain/gully

	[bookmark: _Hlk115606415]Logged
	2nd August 2021

	Status
	Enquiry attended - more work required

	
	

	60002069
	Green Hill Lane – Potholes

	Logged
	24/05/2022

	Status
	Works being programmed

	
	

	No reference
	Pembles Cross/Barham Mill Road – Road repair

	Logged 
	Unknown

	Status
	Order raised

	
	

	646549
	Egerton House Road near The Coppice – Dip/Depression

	Logged
	20/07/2022

	Status
	Works being programmed

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk102473779]655998
	Egerton House Road/Link Hill Lane Blocked Drain/Gully

	Logged
	21/09/2022

	Status
	Enquiry under investigation

	
	

	655201
	Chapel Lane Forstal Blocked Drain/Gully

	[bookmark: _Hlk126606464]Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Enquiry under investigation

	
	



New Issues
	Reference
	Description & Status

	675180
	Stonebridge Green - Blocked Drain/Gully

	Logged
	Jan 2023

	Status
	Enquiry under investigation

	
	

	693046
	Iden Lane – Multiple Potholes 

	Logged
	Jan 2023

	Status
	Works being programmed

	
	

	687790
	Iden Lane – Mud on the Road

	Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Work being programmed

	
	

	688586
	Rock Hill Road/The Street/New Road – Pothole

	Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Works being programmed

	
	

	689720
	Rock Hill Road – Blocked drain/gully

	Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Enquiry under investigation

	
	

	42003507
	Stone Hill Road – Multiple Potholes

	Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Works being programmed

	
	

	688627
	Crocken Hill Road – Multiple Potholes

	Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Works being programmed

	
	

	60004278
	Wanden Lane – Fly tipping – Obstruction

	Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Works being programmed

	
	

	692691
	Coldharbour Lane – Multiple Potholes

	Logged
	15/09/2022

	Status
	Works being programmed
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